" WEATHER FORECAST.
Showers and warmer to-day; to-morrow

fair.

Highest temperature yesterday,
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| THREE U.S.

PLANES HALF WAY ACROSS OCEAN:
START IS MADE FROM TREPASSEY

AT 6:09 P. M. :

MORE THAN 650 MILES OUT AFTER NINE HOURS

GERMANS PLAN
FIGHT ON WAR
GUILT CHARGE

Ask for Court Not Composed
of Accusers in Challenge
to Allies.

HOPE FOR HELP OF U. 8.

Docaments Found in V!enns'
May Bhift Onus, Is Ten-
ton Bellef.

By WARL ®W, ven WIEGAND.
Staff Correspondent of Tuw Bux,
Copyright, 1M9; all rights reserved,

Benrax, May 14 (delayed).—The
ierman Government la planning to
¢l up the entire queation of gullt
In connection with the outbreak of
tlie war and to challenge the allled
fivvernments. It I8 8o convineed of
the Innocence of [ts own statesmen
that It will submit all state doeu-
ments and data bearlng upon the sub-
fect to un International neutral court
to be held In Germany,

There s reason to bellove that the
Gierman Government s prepared to
hift from defensive to offensive tac.
ks on this question. The note of
fount von Brockdorff-Rantzan, the
lead of the German peace delegation,
n answer to the confession of gullt
tontalned In the treaty of peace, may
e Interpreted as o prelude to & move
In the direction of a demand to be
rnde at Versallles for an investiga-
tlon of the whole question by an (m-
rartial commission or eourt which is
rot composed of Maccusera and judges
ft the same time,” and perhaps an

#ppenl to the publle oplulen of all
vountries to support that demand in
the Interest of truth and justice,

No German Government, Count von
Rrockdorf-Rantzau declared to me
shortly hefore his departure for Ver-
sallles, wonld evér sign a verdict that
Grermany alone was the gulity factor
In the world war, if such were ren-
derel by the allied and associnted gov-
¢mments In the terms of peace pre-
setited. He pointed out that such
eovernments themselves were inter-
fsted In seeing that Germany alone
should be declared gullty and there-
fore, under the fundamental prinet-
ples of law, were not competent to
£t as a court,

Snrprises Are Prepared.

From authentie sourees it has been
rarned that a commission has been
appeinted to take up the question |
from Germany's viewpolnt, and that!

Is making extensive preparations
fvo support such a demand at Ver-
fallles with state documents. Thers
rumars which are difficult to
tifs that evidence has been found

nre

*hich  may create some surprise,
smong others that documents have
1 discgvered In Vienna which |

tirow & new nnd somewhat different
light on the <Serblan ultimatum and
Germany’'s attitnde toward it than |
has been published hitherto,
How far these reports are based on
truth cannot be learned.,
tiermany, secording to those who
re a positlon to know what s
n in officlal minds, will take
ittitude that the German people
amnet permit the brand of sole gullt
YO the terrible war to be placed upon
tm forever In history without a de-
ind for on impartial Investigntion
| sldes and of all bands by an
Wternatlonn!  ecourt op commission
mmpetent under the fuodamental
rntipies of law to make such an In-

what

It = econtended, especially In In-
felectiunl clrelss, that to permit such
brunel of Cain to be placed his-
the hrow of the Ger-
without an energetic pro-
wod n demand for o world trial
"onid be joterpreted in the future

fu admission of sole gullt and
Wil be a crime by the German
Lovernment against its own people.

The line to be followed undoubt-
#iy will be that lald down by For-
#120 Minister von Brockdorfl-Rantzau
" bls speech at Versallles that the
Gertany of the former regime was
hot without Its ehare of gullt in
bringing about the war, but 1t was not

the only gullty pation, assumed by
the Allles,

erieally vpon
Ban ]nm'.['.‘,..

ot

W

Trap Latd for Allies.

The bellet seems to ‘prevall here
'hnt the very factors which make It
impossible’ for the German Govern-

' c-mﬂm;ﬂ,‘-

|1utﬂt|on the regular supply bills must

| tually certain

. 0. P, DECIDES
ON-ECONOMIES
AND REFORMS

Tax Cuts and Higher Tariff
in Plans of House Steer-
ing Committee.

CAUCUS TO FAVOR THEM

Suffrage Bill to Pass, Luxury
Imposts to Go and Budget
System Favored.

Specdal Daspatch te Taw firw,

Wasninoron, May 16.—The course
to be pursued by the Republican lead-
ers was mapped out to-day by the
Steering Committes of the House, of
which Representative Mondell (Wyo.)
Is chafrman, and just the formality of
final action by the commitiee and by
the caucus to-morrow night remains.

The only big question neglectsd by
the programme to be followed are the
future policy respecting the army and
navy and the Investigations Into
wanton wasts and extreme extrava-
gance of the Democratic party while
it held the upper hand in Congress.

The sum and substance of the Re-
publican programme is this:

Immediats passage of thia regular
appropriation bills, action on which
has been postponed two and a half
months by the refusal of the Presl-
dent to call Congress earlier.

Immediata return of the telaphone
and talegraph lines to privats opera-
tion,

Early actlon on fthe proposed
amendment to the Comstitution -
granting suffrage to women.

Matntenance of a policy of rigid
govarnmental economy.

Establiashment of a budget system
for handling national appropriations.

Immediats consideration of lagisla.
tion for the solution of the rallroad
and ahipping problema,

Immediate repeal of the
taxon.

Reduction of taxes and leginla-
tion on the tarllt to ralse granter
revenues and to protect industries,
partioularly those which have grown
up since the beginning of tha war.

Immediate conalderation of legiala-
tlon providing for taking oare of
returning soldlers,

luxury

Programme Not Restricted.

The adoption of this programmaes by
the Republican caucus to-morrow night
—which is a foregone conclusion—doas
not mean, 1t war explained to-day by
members of Lthe Steering Committes, that
the party will fesl In any way bound to
reatrict (ta legislative programme to
the subjects enumeratesd

It was felt that to avold the charge
of atterupting to embarrass the Admin-

be mcted upon first. as many are eoffec-
tive on July 1. Of the neceasity of tak-
Ing the telephone and tsiegraph systems
outl of the hands of the Administration
thore was nut the least doubt In the
Btesring Committee and little opposition
to this mesasurs is expected even In the
minority party on acoount of the mess
aiready brought about by FPostmasiar-
General Burlsson,

Buffrage is to be made & pariy meas-
ure, and its passage through ths House
by the two-thlrds vols necessary s wir-
The Houss action may
be sufMclent to swing the Senate.

Lesislation on the shipping policy will |
not be enacted untll after the utmost
consideration has been given to every
phase of it by committess.

Consumpiion Taxes May Go Toe.

The repeal of the luxury taxes has
been demanded constanuy since the last
tax bill becama law, and the Republican
party In the IHouse may not only repeal |
these taxes, but a great many If not all
of the bothersome consumption taxns,

As to taking care of returning sol-
diers, nome of the plans submitted by
members of Congrens and by the Admin-
{stration has been gone into thoroughly
erough yet to determines which plan will
sclve tha question. BSoma Houss com-
m'ttes members will attack thia problem.
with instruction to use !l speed pos-
sibis.

The Steering Committes fall that |t
wae necassmary to include investigations
of the enormous extravagances of the
Democrats & o part of tho legislative

amme, aa they are consldered as
inevitable as the sunrise.

Determination of & military and naval
policy was omitted from the programme
purposely to give time for tha return of
peace time conditions, The army bill sub-
mitted by the Administration providing
for an army of alightly more than 500,-
000 men has un excellent chance of pas-
sage pending the threshing out of the
gquestion of universal milltary training
prd other questions.

YANKS OUT OF ITALY MAY 20.

Repert of Strained Relations Is
Denied in Rome.
By the dssocigied Press,

uqll Aumm
R e ot of Faky by May 80 an
II effect hag led 1
uunmtllﬂllauul American

(_ Course Taken by American Naval Fliers on Dash from Newfoundland to the Azores. 3

T
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Delgada, on the Island of San

43+
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reserve.

The time used is Washington time,

on stations between the starting pnlm
miles away, where the aeronauts first will see land. Five others are in

DESTROYERS at fifty mile intervals are stationed along the 1,350
nautical miles between Ttﬁlﬂt’ Bty

Newfoundland, and Ponta
the Azores. Twenty-one are
lnd the Island of Corvo, 1,300

 The stations and times printed in the map above the charted course
indicate the progress of the seaplanes as reported by the station lhlpl
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WILSON CABLES
BRIEF MESSAGE

Address to Congress 8,000
Words Long and Ignores
Foreign Questions.

IT MENTIONS BSUFFRAGE

President Devotes Day to Re-
ceiving Delegations From
Many Lands.

By the Amociated Press.

Pants, May 16.—President Wilson's
messags to be read at the approaching
seasion of Congress will make approx-
Imately 3.000 words. It is belng sent
forward to Washington to-night.

The message deals antirely with
domestic questions. Bome space in It
is devoted to woman suffrage. Ap-
propriations and taxation also are
denlt with,

President Wllson devotsd to-day to
recelving a long list of delegations and
individoals, ranging from diplomats to
labor representatives and including
spokesmen for warious countries from
8iam to eastern Europsan nations.

Those received by the President ware
Princa Charron of the Blamess delegs-
tion, Dr. Markoff of the Carpatho-Rus-
slan Committes, M. Ollivier, presi@ent
of the Franch Nationa! Unlon of Rafl-
waymen; M. Jacob, a representative of
the Celtic Clrcle of Paris; Messrs. Bureo
and Jacob of the Urugusyan delegation :
Turkhan Pasha, the Albantan leader:
Enrique Villegns, former Forelgn Min-
ister of Chile; Foreltn Minister Beanes
and M. Kramer of the Csscho-Slovak
dnlegation, who discussed the question
of Sliesla and Teschen ; Deputy Damour,
concerning the American commemora-
tive matus to be erected in the Gironds
River; a delsgation from thsa Parlla-
ment of Kuban, northern Caucasus; the
Avchhishop of Treblzsond; Jossph Ral-
nach, the French historian, and CGov
Richard L. Manning of South Carolina.

Wassivoron, May 16.—Preaident
Wileon will be officlally notifed by cabls
of the assembiing of Congress when
both housea convens In exira sesalon
Monday. Congressional leaders, it be-
cams known to-day, have decided that
in view of President Wilson balng In
Paris use of the cable was the logical
method of golng through with ths cus-
tomury procedure of notifying him

Ordinarily a committes representing
both housss walts upon the President
at the White House, informing him that
Congrems {8 now In seasion and asking
him If he has any communication which
he desires to Irlnlmlt to It J

HIS SUSPENDERS
MADE CHURCH MAD

Nawfangled Galluses Drew
Boycott on Family.

CoLvmMprs, Ohlo, May 18, —Seven Bish-
ops and preachers of the Amish Men-
notitse Church of Holmea county wers
stijoined  from further “meldening,.”
“miting” or boycotting ¥l J. Ginerich,
a former momber of the church, In a de-
olllun handed down to-day by Judge

B. Kinkead of the Franklin county
courl.l.

The sult arose out of the refusal of
Ginerich to countsnance the rule of the
Amish Church requiring “miting.” a form
of boycott, because of hia Insistence on
waaMng ribber In his suspanders, which

* | Mercier, Archblshop of Brussels is ex-

| S5 !

GOMPERS READY TO QUIT

AS LABOR HEAD IN JUNE

Federation May Create President Emeritus Office—
Chief Ill and War Worn—Daughter’s Death and
Wife's Health Influence Him.

Special Deapatch to Tum Son, fealing that his work !s done with the
Wasuixoron, May 16.—8amusl A.|accompllshments of the last few years
Gompers may retire as president of The decislon, It s sald, is Influenced

in | BY the recent death of his daughter und
$he Aninricen: Fodiution b KO8 || coo oAt WAL Gilnbiee N ST
June. It was learned to-day that a

movement is on foot In labor circles tion is meeting in New York and It was
to name him president ameritus of the | ... 04 that 1t was considering creat-
Federation It he persista in & reported | jng tne office of president emeritua for
intention of retiring when the next 3r Gompers should he refuss to con-
annual conventlon meets in Atlantic | tinue as chief. Under the plan he
Chty. | would draw §5.000 o year, which the

Mr. Gompers has held sway over the Federation has pald Its president (or

American Federation of Labor ever | Yoars

Several candidates for the presidency
Since its organization. Frequently he _ .70 DUL forward If Mr. (Gomapers re-

has been oppossd at the annual election | fysen Among them are James Duncan,
but he has come out on top In every |first vice-preaident of the Federation
fight. It has bean reported In Wash- and president of the Granits Cutters,
Ington, however, that he Is ready to|3nd James A. O'Connell,
= ity | dent of the International Machinists,
retire, Weary from war work &nd not | .. 4 now head of the Motal Trades De-
In the best of health, It is stated that | pariment of the American Federation of
he -ml.l to be relleved of the burden, | Labor,

SHYRNAISHELD HOUSENOTTO
IN ALLIES GRIP;  SEAT BERGER

Strong Forces Concentrate to| Socialist Leader Out on Ap-
Back Greece in Occupying peal Will Be Barred
Turkish Port. From Congress.

—

Special Despatch fo Tam Scx

Wasnrearon, May 16 — When the
House convenss on Monday Victor Bar-
gor, elscted In Mllwaukee to ths Eirty-
mixth Congress, but snce convicted of
vinlating the gsplonage act and santenced
to the penitentiary, wiil not be seated

This wua determined on by ths Re-
publican steering committea to-day, and
the decimon will be rautifled by the Re-
publican caucus of House members to-
morrow night. His case wlll be referred
to one of the elections committeen of tha
Houne for Investigation

Pants, May 16.—An extenwive Allied
naval and military concentration s
being made at Bmyrna in connection
with a mandate to Oreecs to adminis-
ter the city. L'Imtransigeant awsserts
Allled troops have been debarked and
that the concentration ia being made
in preparation for the day peace con-
ditdons Imposed on Turks will be put |
Iinto effect, when the Turks may be
invited to leave Europe.

The British and the French each have
fieole on the sceans with landing partios;

Mr, Berger was elected an a Soclalist

/i att i a five
u'"ﬂ Or:ORl.:;\lm: I;ultu\l,h::a five| 10 Fucceed  Representative Stafford
wunbouts, (Wis ), Republican, and at tha time of

Inrge warships, The United States naval

foeree Includes the battisship Arlgona and ::':Tl‘:ﬂ:,::’:n ::ul‘::r:;r :r.dl:t.:;::l *:
4 L ALDe " O AN RN

0 vari
four destroyers The wvarious allled wia i5 WASKINGLOn (o-day. s Wsust &

naval contingents are drawn from tha
forces In the Adriatic and the Black
Ben

Troops also are being concentrated
frcm Salonica. It Is understood that
Britlah sand French forces are cooperal-
Ing In the Cdreek administrative man-
date, The Itallan sttituds has not been
disciosed, but the recent landing of
Itallan troopn at Adalla, on the south-
ern coast of Asia Minor. and the pres.
ence of an Dallan squadron at Smyrna
l#ads to the bollef that Italy s seeking
te¢ safeguard her interests In Asiatic
Turkey.

Advicea o the Peace Conference may
that transports carrying Oreck troops
have salied for Smyrna,

long statement defending hils right to o
#eat in the Houwse, defending Wimwself and
flaying the Judge, jury, the preas and
the demon “capital" generally.

“The findinge of a packed jury, ever:
member of which prior to his selection
win approved by the American Protec-
tive League Berger said, “which meana
the mecrel sarvice, and the sentenca of a
prefjudiced court are not binding upon
me, nor ahould they bs binding upon or
carry welght with Congress

“I am an American citizen,” aaid he
"I hava lived all my active lifs here. 1
mparried here. 1 mads my home and did
my work here. My children were born
hare. All my ties of Interast and affec-
tion are bound up in the life and well-
belng of this country of my adoption,

"We Boclaliste are international We
are not antl-natlonal. 1 have proved my
love for this country by a life of labor in
It and for !t, by siriving constantly with
all my energy to Improve the condition
of my follow men.'

ArmEns, May 14 (delayed). —Greek
forcem landed today et Emyrne. the
news belng recelved hers with great

snthusinsm,
— WILSON CHEERS 'rnns SUFFS,
MERCIER EXPECTED IN ROME. | wasunoron, May 16, — President
— Wison in & cahls to Mra Minnle F.
Cardinal May See Pope and|Cunningham, president of the Texas

Woman Buffrage Assoclation, made pub-
lic here to-day at huadqunmn of the
National American Woman Suffrage As-
sociation, sald

“1 am looking forward with the great-
est Interest to the referendum of May 24
on woman suffrage and entertaln the

Bring Message teo U, 8,
By the dssociated Pres.
Roux, May 15 (delayed) —Cardinal

pected to vialt Rome and have an avdl-

ence with Pope Benedict before the Car.

dnﬁt starts on his visit to the United

will by a very sreat majority render

-'l'h. Cardioal will bs the bearer of a | gallant justice 1o the women of the
American people. | State.”

eut! he Fede {
The ex ve council of the Ta- 'Bﬂﬁﬂh Sonnel' Over Sﬁizul‘?,

former preai-.

confident hops that the men of Texas|

U.S.CASHTOPAY
U.S. WAR LOSSES

Wilson Reported to Have Pig-
eonholed £800,000,000
Damage Claims.

WILL BUY GERMAN SHIPS

of Vessels Stirs Up Much
Unfavorable Comment,

By LAURENCE WILLAS,
Haf® Corvespondant of Tum Sovw.
Copyright, 109; oll righta reserved.
Pamis, May 16-—Preaidant Wilson |
conslders that so far as America 18
! concerned, the question of German|
| ships has been msettled, British siate-
ments to the contrary notwithstand-
Ing,
Tux SUN i In a position to state
that when this matter cama up befors!

ment, ending in a fiat statement by
the President that Amerlca would!
kesp the German ships now In her
porsession and settls for them In her|
own  way.
George accepted this now seems to be
the question. The Americans state
that he di4, although Bonar Law's |
statement In the House of Commons,
Infers that ths queation {s still open.

Tha President took the stand he did
on the recommendation of all of
Amarican financlal experta here
other nations which have seizsed ships,
howaver, America will not charge them
agalnst the American damage claims, but
will compensats ths German owners di-
rectly upon the conclusion of pence,
This matter of shipa s & nsore subject
Twuh the Britiah and the feellng Ia in-
crearing as a result of the sgreements
arrived at

The Americans point out that thes
"nited Stutes ham not demanded any of
the German reparation money, The
American damage claimn sent Jiers by
the State Department, ageregating $500.-
1000 000, wete plgeanholed, the President |
|lnk!rlq the view that the 'nited States
wanted no money from the CGermana.
‘TIIJ in likely to cause much surprise In
America, but evidentiy the FPresident hus
settled the matter,

Amaerican money miut re!mhuras
Amertcan clalmants.  Conssquently the |
{ President's friends say that the l.rr'nn'l
.l!l!pl are to be &ll that An erice will get
from the treaty. and those are to bo
paid for. Conridering ul..u dreat Hrit-
aln  gets, reaplug advantdgea whicn !
causs neutrals, Iiallans and others to
oall It & Britlsh treaty, the Americans,
corislder that the Hritish ship protest
comes with very poor grica

the

navy that kept the German ships in'
Americhn harbora, snabling them to he
#elzed- The Britlsh want all ships pooled
and distributed on the basia of tonnage

sunk, to which the Presidentl refused
|to agree.
Loxpon, May 18 —Secretary of Stato

Lansing, talking with Anmrican corre
spondents to-day with regard to Ger-
many's shipe, raid:

“*There has been no agresment in Varis

but | do not think there ia any doubt
that we will kesp our German ahips

Crowder Denlea He Will Resign.

Wasminaron, May 16.—8ecrotary
Baker to-day made publlc a cablegram
from Major-Gen. Enoch . Crowder,
Judge Advocate General of tha army,
in which the General emphatically de.
nied that he would resign from
army to accept a position as political
adviser.to the Cuban Government.

PETIT TRIANON INN
On I. 1. Meter Parkway.
190 Renko OW OFEN.—ddv,

the council the President and Premier |
Lloyd George had cons!derable argu-|

Whether Premier Liovd'

Unlika |

The British, howaver, justify it on the !
ground that It was fear of the Pritish'

on the allecation of the Oerman nhl;r,}

the |

SHOKE SIGNALS
AND LIGHT MARK
FLIERS' COURSE

Sixty Destroyers Blaze Day
and Night Trail Across
the Ocean,

STAR SHELLS ARE

Every Device Known Employ-
ed to Insare Safety of
the Aviators,

Special Despated to Twn Bow,

Wasnmvoron, May 16.—Every detall
of the transatlantic flight, including
the exact position of sixty-five battis-
ships, destroyers and supply vessels
was worked out and embodied in an
|oficial order (ssusd Aprii 1. This

waa made known to-day when “"Opera-
| tion Order No. 1,” a document of some

5,000 words, was made public after
| word arrived of the start of the longest,
leg of the flight.

Although issued a month ago, not r
single changs has been found neces-
sary in the detajled Instructions. In
visw of the extreme uncertainty sur-
rounding long distance alrplane flights
—an uncertalnty which the British
filers who have been at Newfoundland

garded as remarkable here. In the or-
| der, which Is signed by Capt. Harris
| Laning, Chief of Staff of the Destroyer
Force, appears the following sentence:

“The start will be made carly in May
to get benefit of full moon on May 14
for long leg Newfoundland to Asores’

The departure from Trepassey |8 pre.
dicted am about ons hour bofore sunset.
The route is desoribad as follows: Mer
CALOr'S course from Mistaken Point to
Corvo (smallest and northernmost of the
Azores) as a lamifall, thence rhortest
route to Horta or Punta Delgnda. nu
first port of landing belng dependent m
Woather on arrival at Corve or on some
emergency ariaing on planes that re-
||¢1u! 48 landing before reaching Punta
{Delgada. It weather and other clroum-
|nu.mu Are favorable, landing will be
! At Punta Delgada, otherwiss planes land
[ Rt Horta, walt for good weather or com-
! petion of repalrs, then procesd to Punta
! Delgada.

Nothing Left to Chance.

The fact that a Mercator courss |Is
being followed dispels the bellef held
by mome asronautical authoritles that
A curving course would be selectad to
1l.nnf- advantage of the prevailing winds,

Although favorable along the siraight
| enurse, the winds would lend grester '
Speesd 1o the meaplanes {f the route fol-
lowid inclined slightly to the westwurd |
'l'lnl then to east. The declslon ta fol-
‘low. the stralght course is in line with
| the naval attitude throughout the prop-
arations for the fight to leave absolute-
il; nothing to chance or good luck. Tha
(eurving course might be followed only
for the aviators to find that in the faw
hours of the flight variable winda hud
taken the plave of the prevalling winds
i The speed of the seaplanes I8 wi.l3
| knots, according to the orders, which
| were Issued before the NO-U! or N('-4
| had aver been in the air and before tlie
NC-1 had ever flown with four motors
This Is the exact speed made by the
two leading planes in thelr light of 540
miles from Rockaway to Halifax. «in
the second lap of 460 miles from Hali
fax to Newfoundiand the planes, alded
by favorable winds part of the wuy
made #ixty-five knots,

Not all the sixty-five or more craft
assigned to flight duty are atatlored |
|ulong tha route Of tha
|mentioned in the order elght ara wup-
My and seaplane tenders, two are flug-
nhips, fve are buttleshipne on meteoro-
[|Dl.|t-l1 dutles and the rematning mixty
ure destroyers pssigned to the duty of |
|pl!mmn: the route.

To Get Warnlng of Stormas.

The hattleships Morida, U'tah, Texan
'-nd Wyominge nre severid hundrsd
milies cast and west of the line from
|\t\sf0un land to the Azores and from
 ®ach other. The reason for their \al 'w
separation ia to cover most of the
| lantle nrullon »0 rhnt u =lorm r'l\nnol

Continued on Jecond Pane

n
American Tobacco Is

| a Luxury in Germany

! LF.(‘I‘.‘.’\ KD HENDERSON of
Company D, Eighteenth In-
funtry, in a letter mailed in Ger-

man territory, April 26, says that

when he received o package of
tobuceo, for “jurt onee’ he felt
rich. There are many soldiers

who feel the same way about the
“real” tobacco they receive from
THE SUN Tobacco Fund,

This and other messages from
soldiers overseas, including soma
bearing on the probable signing
of the peace treaty, will be found
on page 6.

| WAR\!NG! TIIF SUN TO-
| BACCO FUND has no connection
with any other fund, organiza-
Il tion or publlcution. T employs
l no agents or ‘olic ters. J

,

TGI‘PM(““

USED |

six weeks will testify to—this is re- |

sixty-flve |

U ndertakmg in
History of Aviation Begun
Without Hiteh.

BOATS I\ V FORMATION

NC-3 and NC-4 on Wings,
With NC-1 in Rear as
Point of the Letter,

] _— e

'FLYING AT ONLY 600 FEET

'Each  Craft Carries 28,200
Pounds and 18 Men Are in
_| the Three Crews,

WASHINGTON, My 17.—The half

partment recelved an Intercepted wee-
sage from the seaplame NO-4, diroctad
to the Cape Race sinflem saying (e
three plancs had passed stallon iy

‘| No. 11, approximately 556 miles Bman

the starting polnt.

—

One message
o'clock was frem
station ship Ne.
500 mriles frem
WASHINGTO May 160.—The
naval seaplanes
reach
from alr nlud
ship No. 8, the destroyer
milet from Tropassey Ba,v. 05
Greenwich time (10:058 P, M. Wash-
ington time), secording to & message
| recelved late to-night by the Navy
Department.

The official reports from Trepmasey
said Lhe three seaplanes—ihe NC-8,
NC-4 and NC-1—had started at 6:06.
6:07 and 6:00 P. M. (Washington
time) respectively.

They were, therefore, averaging
seventy-five knots or eighty-six land
miles an hour In their dash toward
the Azores. The average speed Com-
mander Towers flsured on making
was sixty-three knots or seventy-twa
miles an bhour,
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bpecini LiapateA to Tmr Siv,

| Turpassey, N. .. Moy 18— Three

I Amerlenn naval seaplanes started this
Mﬁnin.. o a flight of 1,350 nautiesl
[ miles neross the Atlantle Ocean to the
\rores. The Journey l« the most am

',Ininmm underinking of man In the aly

|slnee Lhe diseovery of micclinnies!
|ﬂ|ghl.

The crossing of the Atlantic hy alr
plans runks with the dashes to the
polar reglons, the voynges of the ex-
plorers of the American continent, thr
rlreumnnyigntion of the earti. Ye

the filght was sterted without a con-
| Mdent prediction of success
| “If hard work on the part of all
j concerned will make this flight a sur
(ess it will he n success," Commander
l.luhn I1. Towers, leader of the vapedl
' ton, snlil sntne weeks age, wlien he
was Induesid for rthe firer and lust tlme
o speak o® his echunves of SIICDOEE,
‘Beyond that I eunnog go.™

i

| Conditions Are Ideal.

IL was not hn vever, with any
| ftoomy fear of fallurs that the elght
en offleers antl men sot off this eve-
ning. They took the alr with ~miling
thees, bt |helr smiles dld not con-
feeal the -..'.-'.": determination neath,
They were golog to the Azores If grit
| of men, s rie |.-rh of steel mrd power of
}mu'rnr- waould toke them there.
{ The start 1oward the Azores was
mide wunder lleal canditlons of
fwenther, The wind, hardly more
than o zoplor after the gusty hinsts
of Thursday, blew zantly over Trepns.
sey from the northwest nnd syt to ses
Vin the gevernl direetl ion the genpinnes
| were tn tnke The sky practically
wns cloudless and the sun, low In the
harizan, shone hrightly, The sen was
mimost withour ripple when with
Mol = roitrs thie onelnes of the
throe svintanes spnt il whleied!
the hiz propellers na't! they spun in
| vigilile,
The unfortunate NC'-4 with Lieut

Comminder A C. 12

| =ad in the forward
Junst

| soekmt, of the hands of
mes hunlos hud done a weak'-
work In w night and a day to get her
ready, was the first to leave the watey
The roar of her motors rose os the
lnpra'; about her bows dropped down,
and almost Imperceptibly she Jen
water behind and took to alr. Bhe
flew seaward for a time, g-adually
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